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Welcome to the April issue of The Village Link.

We have had another successful year at the Link as can be seen by the accounts
summary on page 5.

Tim and | would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributes to
the Link be it in the form of written contributions or delivery in all weathers. Thank
you to all of our advertisers and to the Parish Councils for their support, without
whom we would not be able to continue to publish.

Please continue to send your contributions and comments on the Link - this is your
publication and we would welcome ideas for regular features!

Spring looks as if it is trying to arrive, with that we wish you a very happy Easter and
look forward to seeing you again in May!

Alison

Donét forget to check out the Th
Keep looking as the site is updated regularly.
WWW.THETHURLOWS.ORG.UK

Website

EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE VILLAGE LINK

To contact The Village Link Team please email

TheVillageLink @TheThurlows.org.uk
View The Village Link Online at www.TheThurlows.org.uk
Copy Deadline 15th Of Each Month

Contact




Come and join us at

Great Wratting Village Fete
The Hall

Saturday 2" June at 1pm till 4pm

Music by the Haverhill Silver Band

BBQ, Teas, Summer Cocktails, White Elephant
and Lots of Family Fun

Entry £2 adult (children under 16 free)

Could any volunteers able to help on the day or setp the evening before
contact Lorna Hayes at
timandlornahayes@gmail.com

Follow us on Twitter: @wratting_fete
And on Facebook: @GreatWrattingfete

Thurlow Life - Past and Present Facebook page
foll ow the | inkéeé

https://www.facebook.com/groups/thurlow/

RURAL CRIME

Members of the public are encouraged to sign up to 'Suffolk Police
Connect', a service that provides alerts and information by text,

telephone and email:
www.suffolk.police.uk/services/police  -connect .




Little Thurlow Parish Council

Little Thurlow Parish Council

LITTLE THURLOW PARISH COUNCIL met on 20th March 2018 and
were joined by CC Mary Evans and three members of the public.

Members congratulated the Village Hall Committee on the successful installation
of new lighting which is much appreciated.

There were no objections to a Planning Application for two dwellings and
refurbishment of Mungo Lodge and members are to carry out a village audit
which would include drains, street signs, potholes etc. It was noted that three
parishioners had volunteered to help with the village litter pick.

CC Evans is to hold a site meeting with a representative of the Parish Council to
consider four matters of concern, i.e.

Erosion of verges on Pound Green.

Damage to roadway at the ford on Pound Green

Blocked drains near The Olde House

Road markings at bottom of hill at Church Road junction

The date of the next meeting is 17th April 2018.

Molly Hawkins, Parish Clerk

THURLOW WI

Following the meeting held on Thursday 13th March, our speaker for the evening
was Simon Edwards who was accompanied by his Guide Dog Parsley.

Simon explained all about the breeding and training that goes into producing
these wonderful dogs. An assortment of breeds make up the 850 dogs which are
used as Guide Dogs in the UK including Labradors, Golden Retrievers, German
Shepherds and Labradoodles. Every dog is bred at the Guide Dog Breeding
Centre near Leamington Spa. They are monitored through their puppy walking
days spent in foster homes through to "Big School" where they are taught
commands and signals. Each dog is carefully matched to their new partner to
enhance the quality of life for the Blind person. Simon explained that it costs up
to £64,000 to breed, rear, train and feed each dog for its working life

The raffle winners were, Caroline, Molly and Arline.
Next monthoés speaker is from Ji mmyoés

Thurlow WI
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Village Link Financial report for year 2017/2018

Opening Balance on Hand tai\ril 2017 £130.95
Incomé Subscriptions £1020.00

Incomé Donations £470.00
Incomé Advertising Revenue Received £1815.00
Total available revenue £3435.95

ExpenditufiePrinting Costs £2730.00
ExpenditurePostage £15.60

ExpenditufieDrawing of cash for fuel expensef30.00
distribute
Total running costs £2795.60

Closing balance on hand April 2018 £640.35

At the time of reporting, there are four invoices outstanding and owing to the Village
Link for supply and advertising totalling £880.00 and there is one invoice to be raised
for advertising for £360.00 resulting in likely balance on hand of £1240.00.

In the last 12 months, we have edited, administered, printed and distributed 3300
copies of the Village Link to Great and Little Thurlow and Great Wratting, as well as
making the monthly edition available on the Thurlows Village Website.

Each copy costs 82p to print and this is wholly funded by subscription, donation and
advertising and does not take into account the voluntary time to administer and edit
the magazine nor forgetting the army of willing volunteers who kindly distribute it

directly to your home in all weathers.

If you would like to make a personal donation to the Link, have any friends or family
who may benefit from advertising locally with us, to contribute with editorial or events
happening that you wish to promote, please do get in touch.

Tim Gould 7 01440 783654




UPDATE ON THURLOW VILLAGE HALL MARCH 2018

Over the past few years, Thurlow Village Hall has gone from strength to strength with
improvements to the building which in turn have led to increased bookings and more energy
efficiency resulting in more sustainability. The building is now well insulated, has an efficient
heating system and wifi and is in the process of having a major electrical upgrade. There is still
much to be done, for example, re -decoration and a new kitchen but a start has been made in
rejuvenating one of our precious and historic village assets.

These changes have mainly come about because of an enthusiastic and hardworking
committee together with the support of the the Thurlows and St Edmondsbury and Suffolk
councils.

However, we now need new committee members both to replace existing members and
provide us with new ideas and skills. Sadly, | must resign from the Village Hall Committee as |
have moved away from the village and now live about 35 miles away. If you are interested in

finding out more about the Village Hall please come to our AGM (Agenda below) or contact us
via our Village Hall email:thurlowvillagehall@gmail.com

Thurlow groups and organisations would you please send us the name of your representative
member for the Village Hall Committee for April 2018 to April 2019 asap.

Ros Bunting (Chairman, Thurlow Village Hall Committee)

Thurlow Village Hall
Registered Charity no: 304893

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 30" April, 2018 at 7-30pm
AGENDA

. Apologies for Absence

. Minutes of Annual General Meeting held 25/04/2017

. Matters arising
Treasurerb6s Report and Adoption of Acdo
Chairmandéds update
Booking Secretaryods update

. Election of Five Charity Trustees

. Welcome to Representative Committee Members

. Date of next Annual General Meeting

10. Date of next Committee meeting



St Peter's Church, Little Thurlow

invite all to come and join us for

Spring Choral Evensong

on 13" May 2018 at 6.00pm

(followed by drinks and light refreshments)

Also an opportunity to see the recently restored Memorial to

Sir Stephen Soame (Lord Mavor of London 1508).

All are welcome, including children of all ages - noisy or quiet.

[Also “Save the Date” Friday 13% July 2018

for a “Summer Village Supper” at the Old Vicarage, Little Thurlow]

Great Wratting Book Group
You can see our reading list for 2018 below to give you an idea of the type of books
we generally read although we are always open to suggestions from new members.
If you are interested in coming along or would like to find out more about our

meetings then please call Jean on 01440 783111 or email molehill@tiscali.co.uk

Date Book Title Author Genre
10% January - - -
14 February The Sport of Kings C. E. Morgan Modern Fiction
14 March From Doon with Death Ruth Rendall Crime Fiction
11% April The Essex Serpent Sarah Parry Fiction
9th May Moon Tiger Penelope Lively Modern Classic
13% June The Keeper of Lost Things Ruth Hogan Modern Fiction
11% July Birdcage Walk Helen Dunmore Historical Fiction
8™ August Cartes Postales from Greece Victoria Hislop Short Stories
12th September Eleanor Oljphant is Fine Gail Honeyman Modern Fiction
10 October In the Days of Rain Rebecca Stott Biography
14 November The End of The Affair Graham Greene Classic
12t December The Invention of Wings Sue Monk-Kidd Fiction




Making women feel better about themselves

I help busy women get themselves off the back burner and
into the driving seat of their lives.

am known for making a huge i mpact
mentally uplifted and physically invigorated.

| 6ve hel ped housewi ves to ai
Email me to see my testimonials:

clairefoy@btconnect.com

Or call me for an initial chat: 01440 783342 or 07791 837114

Fully equipped, qualified & insured Personal Trainer,
NLP coach & Sports Massage Therapist
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The current Trustees of Burrough Green Playgroup, a registered Charity, are looking
for new members to join their small team. Burrough Green Playgroup has been
guiding young minds and preparing them for primary school for almost 50 years and
is at the heart of the Burrough Green community.

We are looking for motivated and enthusiastic individuals who would be prepared to

give up a small amount of their time (as little as a day a month) to join our current

team of Trustees to help ensure that the Playgroup continues to flourish. There are

no special requirements to become a Trustee and we hope that individuals from all
walks of life and with different skill sets will apply.

If you live locally and are looking to do some charitable work please do get in contact
with us either by email 7 tomandwera@gmail.com or by phone 07917850309.



mailto:clairefoy@btconnect.com

" Quiz Night
In aid of Little Bradley Church
with

Fish & Chip
Supper E

The Garden Barn,

Little Bradley
Re-scheduled on
Friday 20th April 2018

at 7.00pm

All tickets to be purchased from Mirjam Gault:

01440 783756 or roywgault@talktalk.net
Adult A11 incl meal, Chill
Teams of 6

Please bring your own drinks & gja
Choice of Fish, Scampi or Chicken




The Rector Writes
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The Rector Writes

Years ago, | seem to recall, we used to see coupons on quite a lot of grocery
items, offering us a saving of a few pence off our next purchase of those items. |
used to be quite careful about cutting them out and taking them with me on my
next trip to the shops. On occasions | would have four or five of them to hand
over at the checkout. I dondt often
iBuy one, get one freeo, and somet i
supermarkets has all but stopped the manufacturers printing money -off coupons
on their packaging. | did once have a coupon in my pocket offering me 50 pence
off a box of tea bags, which | had cut very carefully from a previously -opened
box. Unfortunately | failed to notice the small print. By the time | remembered to
take the coupon out of my wallet, the expiry date had passed and with it my
chance of saving the 50p.

Nowadays instead of small coupons on individual products offering a small
amount off the price of the next pack, we often receive coupons from particular
supermarkets offering a saving of a few pounds against a trolley full of food.
When we have coupons and vouchers of course it is always advisable to check
their validity and to remember to use them before the date shown. Sometimes
we may have received, or given, gift vouchers or book tokens which have no such
date on them and can be redeemed at any time. Nowadays the gift often comes
in the form of a plastic card, upon which the amount given is recorded
electronically. The card can be read by the electronic gadgetry at the point of
sale and the appropriate amount taken.

| was reading recently that for years now in America such gift cards have been
the most popular presents at Christmas. It was estimated that some years ago
that sixty-four per cent of Americans would either give or receive gift cards that
Christmas. The market for such gift cards is very competitive and shops are now
beginning to find ever more imaginative ways of attracting people to purchase
them. Busy people may have neither the time nor the inclination to search out a
gift for each member of their family and every friend on their list, and the gift
card allows the recipient to choose whatever he or she wants from the range of
goods stocked by the store concerned.

An interesting fact is that a good percentage of the value on the gift cards

purchased is never actually redeemed, as many of those who receive them fail to
spend them. This of course means that the company has benefited from the gift
rather than the intended recipient! According to the article | was reading fewer

gift cards now have any expiry date on them, and this has meant that the cards
have become less likely to be used.
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Research quoted suggested that the shorter the period until a card reaches its
expiry date, the more likely the recipient is to use it. Researchers gave university
students vouchers for free cake and a drink in a cafeteria. Some of the vouchers
expired in three weeks, whilst others were valid for two months. Whilst around

thirty per cent of the vouchers with shorter validity were used, only around six per

cent of the longer -validity coupons were used.

The longer people have to act, the more likely people are to hang on to the
voucher. The shorter deadline motivated people to act before it was too late. A
researcher suggested that a longer period of time increases the chance that the
card will not be used. She went on to suggest that gift vouchers for the more run
of the mill places like grocery stores were more likely to be used than vouchers
for a meal at a fancy restaurant. We might want to disagree with that... and as
far as | am concerned | dondét mind i/
at a fancy restaurant! | will make a point of using it before any expiry date given!
As | read the article | was prompted to wonder whether there was a parallel
between the gift cards given by people to family and friends, and the gift given by
God to us as His people. The gift cards may have shorter deadlines, or longer
deadlines, or even no deadlines at all. The promises of God on offer to us in
Jesus are eternal and will never expire. Does that in itself make us less likely to
want to make use of them? When we give someone a gift we hope, and expect,
that they will want it and will use it. God thought so much of human beings that
He sent His only Son to earth to die for the sins of mankind, and to be raised
from the dead on Easter day. Christianity offers us purpose and hope in a
mixed-up world, the presence and peace of God in our daily lives, and the
friendship and fellowship of other Christians in a world -wide family of believers. |
believe that Christianity has a lot to offer us. If, or course, we choose to accept
His gift and make use of it....
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Derek Hollis

Prayer needs and home Communions

If you are in need of prayer, or are aware of someone who needs to be included in prayer,
please contact the Rector.

There is no need to go into detail and no -one will be mentioned by name in intercessions unless
they give their permission but you can be assured that you or the person you bring forward will
be prayed for. The same applies if you, o]
Communion because of illness and would like to receive. In these cases you can still be included
by the Rector or a member of the ministry team bringing Communion to you in your home.

For all pastoral matters please contact Rev. Derek Hollis on 01440 763066.
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Thurlow Estate News

The Importance of Good Land Drainage

The soils around Thurlow are predominantly clay
soils known as Hanslope series in the UK soll
classification system. Soils are closely related to
either the underlying strata, previous glacial

activity, or a combination of and the local

topography. Clay soils tend not to be free draining

and in order to be reliably farmed, need to be

drained. To this end you will notice that this area

has a network of ditches which lead to the

streams and river network along the valley. If a

field has been drained, an underground network

of pipes exists to collect ground water and move

it by gravity to the nearest ditch. Good drainage

allows the farm to have good soil structure and

grow crops that perform well ensuring a reliable

supply of grain for human and animal consumption.

Why Farmers Drain Fields

If a field is water logged conditions become anaerobic preventing plant roots developing, which
in turn prevents them picking up nutrients (food) for
healthy plant growth and producing a good crop Yyield.
The greater the root mass, the more nutrients can be
gained from the soil, and in dry conditions, more water
taken up, also essential in plant growth and the means
by which the nutrients move around plants.

Some weeds flourish in water-logged soils, especially
those that originated in marsh land, for example, black
grass, one of the most difficult weeds for us to control. At
its worst, an infestation of black grass can halve the crop
yield through competition with the crop.

The maximum amount of water that can be held in a soil
is known as field capacity. At this point it is very easy for
any machinery to cause soil structure to be damaged, so
keeping soils below field capacity allows machinery to
work successfully.

If the drainage system works well and keeps the soil be-
low field capacity as much of the time as possible, then
there is spare capacity to take up water when it rains. If not, rapid run off will cause flooding.
Successful drainage means water is moved via ditches to the streams and rivers in a controlled
way. Run off from water logged soils causes soil to be washed off the land and into water
courses, not good for the farmer or the environment.
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